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American history to serve in four successive
Presidential administrations.

His personal story could have been written
by Horatio Alger: His rise from a poor child-
hood in New York City’s Hell’s Kitchen to his
place as the most popular statewide elected offi-
cial in New York during four Senate terms is

an inspirational life story that serves as a power-
ful rebuttal to the prevailing cynicism about pol-
itics and public service.

Hillary and I wish him and Elizabeth all the
best. We will miss him. So will the Congress.
So will America.

Statement on Representative Newt Gingrich’s Decision Not To Seek
Reelection as Speaker of the House of Representatives
November 6, 1998

Newt Gingrich has been a worthy adversary,
leading the Republican Party to a majority in
the House, and joining me in a great national
debate over how best to prepare America for
the 21st century.

Despite our profound differences, I appre-
ciate those times we were able to work together
in the national interest, especially Speaker Ging-
rich’s strong support for America’s continuing
leadership for freedom, peace, and prosperity
in the world.

Statement on Signing the Automobile National Heritage Area Act
November 6, 1998

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
3910, the ‘‘Automobile National Heritage Area
Act.’’

In 1896, when Charles and Frank Duryea
built 13 identical horseless carriages with the
idea of selling automobiles for a profit, Michigan
was a rural State of dirt roads, with an economy
fueled by agriculture and the timber industry.
Trains, canals, and rivers were America’s means
of transporting commerce. People in rural com-
munities had no easy means of traveling to sur-
rounding towns and cities. The car ended this
isolation and transformed Michigan into an in-
dustrial giant and America into a moving, work-
ing, modern economy. It is only appropriate that
we now recognize and honor the cultural legacy
of the automobile. The Automobile National
Heritage Area—by bringing together a collection
of historical facilities and assets and making
them available for education, recreation, and
tourism—will create something unique and last-
ing for both Michigan and America.

I am also pleased that H.R. 3910 will establish
the Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site to

honor the African American World War II pilots
who sacrificed so much during World War II.
Fittingly, the Historic Site will be located at
the Tuskegee Institute’s Moton Field, the first
and only training facility for African American
pilots during the war. The successes of the
Tuskegee Airmen, as they were known, paved
the way to desegregation of the military. They
proved to the American public that, when given
the opportunity, African Americans would be-
come effective leaders. The Historic Site will
inspire present and future generations as they
come to understand the contribution that these
brave individuals made toward defending their
Nation and advancing the subsequent civil rights
movement.

In addition, H.R. 3910 will authorize a memo-
rial to Benjamin Banneker to honor this Nation’s
first African American man of science. Mr.
Banneker, a self-educated mathematician whose
grasp of calculus and spherical trigonometry al-
lowed him to publish his astronomical almanac
from 1791 until 1796, is best remembered for
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